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Regular Meeting Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Where:  St. Sebastian Parish Center 
  39-60 57th Street 
  Woodside, NY 11377 
Time:  7:30 P.M. Sharp 

Regular meetings are held on the second Tuesday of 
each month. There are no meetings July & August. 
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Our President’s Notes 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer is a frequent visitor to the Mayo 
Society of New York St. Patrick's Annual Ball.  I take this 
opportunity to highly commend Senator Schumer for writing 
to the Pentagon last month in support of a push to name a 
warship after one of our own, Marine Corporal Patrick 
Gallagher from Ballyhaunis who immigrated to the US in 
1962 and resided with family in Lynbrook, NY.  

Members may recall in late 2013 was the start of an on-line 
petition drive, requesting the Secretary of the Navy to name a 
warship ship after the late Marine Cpl. Patrick Gallagher, who 
was awarded the Navy Cross, the second highest medal for 
valor in combat, in this case, during the Vietnam War. 
Unfortunately, on March 30, 1967 towards his final days in 
combat, Marine Cpl. Gallagher, who never gained US 
citizenship, was killed in and enemy attack.  Cpl Gallagher's 
sacrifice demonstrates the devotion displayed by non-citizen 
immigrants to America and gives representation to the 3,000 
Irish and other noncitizen immigrants who served and died in 
the US Armed Forces. To date, the petition now has more 
than 10,000 signatures, thanks to the great effort of Martin 
Durkan (Ballyhaunis) and Marius Donnelly, owner of the 
Trinity Hall Irish Pub and Restaurant in Dallas, Texas. I urge 
members to be part of this noble cause by signing the petition.  
Kindly log on immediately to: 
http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/patrickgallagher/  

On Sunday, November 19, 2017 at 10am, the Mayo Society is 
hosting its annual communion breakfast at Connelly’s 
Restaurant, 71-17 Grand Avenue, Maspeth, Queens. For 
reservations, please contact Rita Lydon Lenz at 516-455-3879. 
For those of you who have not been to this event, please know 
that this is a inspiring Mass in memory of the souls of our 
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Mayo Sociey’s deceased members and their families.  Mass 
is followed by a great Irish breakfast and wonderful 
camaderie. 

During the past several months, the Mayo Society has 
made extraordinary progress towards the 2018 Mayo Saint 
Patrick's annual dinner dance scheduled for Saturday, 
March 10, 2018 at Antun's catering hall. By popular 
demand, the Tommy Flynn Band has also been secured. 
Please save the date! 

I am delighted to further announce that our 2018 Mayo 
Man of the Year is Tony McGarry, a businessman in 
property management and very well known in the Bronx 
and Yonkers areas. Tony hails from Aughoose, Belmullet 
and currently resides with his wife, Mary in Woodlawn. 

Our 2018 Mayo Woman of the Year is Mary Coyne-Byrne, 
past president and trustee to the Mayo Society of New 
York. She is also a member and director of the Irish 
American Society of Nassau, Suffolk and Queens, the 
Knights of Columbus and the GAA New York Mayo 
Football Club. Mary is widely known throughout the Irish 
communities and is a voice of great support to help those in 
needs. Mary works in the travel industry and resides with 
her husband, Noel in Woodside. Mary's family comes from 
the great village of Toormakeady.  

Biographies of both our honorees will be fourth-coming in 
next month's newsletter. Please join us as the Mayo 
Society presents our new honorees and congratulate them 
for their achievements. 

I hope to see everyone at our next meeting on Tuesday, 
October 10th. New members are always welcome.  

James A. Prendergast, President 

 
Membership Renewal 
John Gray, Financial Secretary, reminds us of our 
responsibility to update our membership for 2018.  Your 
mailing label after your surname indicates your current staus.  
R17 or earlier needs up-dating. Renewing for multiple years 
will help us administratively.  Consider also, letting us have 
your preferred, active, email address if we do not have it 
already. The Internet has become a vital, fast communication 
system in our every-day lives. Kindly oblige. 



 

 

 October 2017        Newsletter of the Mayo Society of New York                      Page 2 
of 2 

1

News of our members 
Congratulations to member John Rowan on his election as 
National President of Vietnam Veterans of America.  This is 
John’s seventh term.  PBS TV recently televised the superb 
series on the Vietnam War period. This is a ten-part, 18-hour 
documentary film series directed by Ken Burns and Lynn 
Novick.  It is currently being repeated on PBS. Check out 
availability also in your local library.  It’s riveting! 

*     *     * 
Congratulations to member Cormac O’Malley on the launch 
of, 'Nobody's Business': Aran Diaries of Ernie O'Malley, co-
editors Dr. Róisin Kennedy and Cormac O'Malley, with 
Afterword by Luke Gibbons.  It is recently published by The 
Lilliput Press. The happy event took place in Castlebar on 
October 7, 2017.  Cormac’s father, Ernie, noted for his 
determined leadership, played a significant role in the Irish 
Civil War on the side of the anti-treatyites. He was 
imprisoned and tortured.   

Events 
The New York Irish Center, Friday, October 13  - presents 
“An Evening With Sean Tyrrell, a West of Ireland 
entertainer who has toured widely with notable musicians. 
Tickets: Early Bird Special $20 and at the Door $25 if 
available.  Call (718) 482-0909 

Also at the NYIC: FRIDAY OCT 27 – begins at 5PM --  
ANNUAL OICHE SHAMHNA CELEBRATION. Unleash 
your child's inner creative spirit for our 7th annual Oiche 
Shamhna Celebration. Come and explore the true origins of 
Oiche Shamhna with age-old games such as 'Bobbing Apples' 
and pumpkin painting. For details call (718) 482-0909 

The Emerald Isle Immigration Center will host its 29th 
Annual Fall Fund-raiser.  The event will take place on 
October 30 at Rosie O’Grady’s Manhattan Club, 201 W. 52nd 
St. (Corner of 7th Ave.)  Honorees are: 

William “Bill” Mulrow, Senior Advisor for Blackstone and 
Chairman for “Cuomo 2018.” 

John J. Garvey, Editor, with input from James Prendergast, 
President; John Gray, Financial Secretary; 

Items of interest may be sent to JGarvey386@aol.com 
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Gerald Fitzgerald – President Uniformed Firefighters 
Association of Greater New York, Local 94, I.A.F.F., AFL-
CIO.  Contact 516-221-4834 for reservations at the table of 
the Mayo Society of New York. 

*    *     * 
The Mayo Association of Philadelphia will hold its 112th 
Annual Ball and its 54th Annual Miss Mayo Pageant on 
November 4, 2017.  The event will take place at the Irish 
Center, Emlen St. Philadelphia. Our President and his wife, 
Teresa, will represent our society at this most enjoyable event. 
This gracious couple, Jim and Teresa, will also represent our 
society at the Cleveland Mayo Society Annual Ball on Octoer 7.   

On Oct. 20, the Queens Co. AOH/LAOH/ will honor a good 
friend of the Mayo Society, Catherine Mitchell Miceli as 
Irish Woman of the Year.  The venue is Russo’s on the Bay. 
Contact Walter 347-724-6438 0r Maureen 718-928-8075. 

*     *     * 
         UICA Research Essay Contests 
Reminder!!!   Completed applications with Research Essay 
entry must be submitted, postmarked no later than 
November 30, 2017. Applications, details on eligibility, 
topics and awards, rating method, etc. may be downloaded 
from the following UICA web site or for questions, email 
address: 
http://www.uicany.org/United_Irish_Counties/Failte.html 
Email: unitedirishcounties@gmail.com  

The Navy Cross, the second 
highest award for valor in 
combat, was awarded to Marine 
Corporal Patrick Gallagher 
from Ballyhaunis during the 
Vietnam War. 

Fortis cadere cedere non potest -- 
'He who proceeds with courage will never fail' 

Motto on Moore Hall, County Mayo, Ireland. 
Moore Hall is about 12 miles south of Castlebar, and about 8 miles 
from Claremorris and Ballinrobe. 
Motto is quoted from the Archives of the Adrian Flannelly Shows, 

http://www.irishradio.com/Archive-Shows.html 

The Moore Family was Catholic and nationalist. At the beginning 
of the failed 1798 Rebellion John Moore, a descendent of the 
martyr St. Thomas More, was appointed by French General Jean 
Humbert President of the Province of Connaught, one of the 
provinces allegedly “free,” in anticipation of an Irish Republic.  He 
was later apprehended by the British. After a trial he was found 
guilty and sentenced to death later commuted to transportation.  
While being taken to Duncannon Fort in Wexford, en route 
to New Geneva barracks, Waterford, for  transportation to 
Australia, he died possibly from abuse in the Royal Oak Coaching 
Inn, The Royal Oak, Bagenalstown, Carlow. In 1960 he was 
disinterred from his accidentally discovered grave in Waterford 
and reinterred in a State Funeral appropriately in The Mall, 
Castlebar, Co. Mayo. 

We offer prayers for the repose of the souls of the 59 
innocent victims indiscriminately murdered in Las Vegas 
and for the full recovery of more than 500 injured, some 
critically.  We pray for the grieving Families of all these 
innocent victims as well as for the innocent Family 
members of the insane perpetrator of this horror. 


